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ORAL HISTORY WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

John Ferrell Oral History Travel Fund 

 

Guidelines and Application Form 

 

 

We encourage applications from groups whose oral histories will enrich our records of 

Western Australian history, including from First Nations, LGBTIQ+ and migrant communities.   

 

 

 

This fund is available on an ongoing basis, at the discretion 

of the OHWA Committee 

 

 

See Oral History WA for more information: 

By email – contact@oralhistorywa.org.au 
 
By Facebook – www.facebook.com/oralhistoryWA 
 

       Website: https://oralhistorywa.org.au/  
  

mailto:contact@oralhistorywa.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/oralhistoryWA
https://oralhistorywa.org.au/
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ORAL HISTORY Western Australia 

John Ferrell Travel Fund 

APPLICATION GUIDELINES 

Purpose 

This fund is named for John Ferrell, a past President and Life Member of OHWA.  

 

John Ferrell is a teacher and historian who was one of the pioneers of oral history in WA. 

Having met Jean Teasdale at a History Teachers’ Conference in the mid-1970s, John began 

to explore oral history as another way of documenting the interest that he had developed in 

local history while growing up in Albany.   

 

John has been a past president of OHAA (as it was once known) and served for many years 

as a committee member. He has also conducted many significant interviews which have 

been added to the State Library of Western Australia’s oral history collection. 

 

In the spirit of continuous learning and exploration that John has always demonstrated, this 

fund is aimed at supporting and encouraging the practice of oral history in Western 

Australia. In particular, this fund aims to support oral historians who need to cover travel 

expenses to conduct, share or learn about oral history.  

Funds Available 

Small grants of between $100 to $500 are available up a total of $1,000 each financial year.  

Why is Oral History important? 

‘Oral history is a picture of the past in people’s own words.  Oral history is as old as 

humanity but today it is associated with recorded interviews with people about their 

memories.’ – Beth M Robertson, Oral History Handbook 

Oral history interviews allow stories of the past to be recorded in people’s own words. It 

tells us not just ‘what happened’, but why it is important to the people who lived 

through events and experiences in the past.  

Oral history interviews involve the creation of new historical sources through a process 

of asking and answering questions. To be archived for future generations, these 

recordings must be conducted at the highest ethical and technical standards.  
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Who Can Apply? 

Applications are invited from individuals, community groups and voluntary organisations 

who are financial members of Oral History WA. Membership forms can be found on the 

OHWA website. Members may apply for funding up to a maximum of $500 in any one 

financial year. Applications are invited throughout the year. 

What Can Be Funded? 

Funding may be awarded for travel expenses (including fuel costs) to support the following:  

• the recording of new oral history interviews 

• the development of interpretation work (for example, exhibitions, displays or 

podcasts) that will bring oral history to a new audience  

• travel to attend an oral history conference or workshop. 

Criteria for Assessment 

Priority will be given to applicants who have specific training or a good record of past work 

in oral history, and who can demonstrate a benefit to their own work and to the oral history 

community more generally.  

Applications will be assessed by the OHWA Committee. If you are unsure whether your 

application would be suitable, please reach out to the OHWA Committee for advice.  

Project assistance 

OHWA can provide advice about how to approach your project. Please email 

contact@ohwa.org.au. . 

  

mailto:contact@ohwa.org.au
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ORAL HISTORY WESTERN AUSTRALIA  

JOHN FERRELL TRAVEL FUND 

APPLICATION FORM  

 

Please make sure that you have read the Application Guidelines prior to completing this form. 

REQUIRED INFORMATION 

Name of individual and/or organisation: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Total Amount of funding sought:  $___________________ 

Type of Project (tick as many as apply): 

☐Recording oral history interviews 

☐Travel to a conference/workshop 

☐Interpretation/public history) 

☐Other  

Brief description: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fund recipient:  

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Position:   ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone No/s. _______________________     ________________________________ 

E-mail address: ______________________________________________________ 

 

Postal address for correspondence: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________   __ Post Code ____________ 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL NEED  

What will be the benefit to you of this travel funding (approx. 100 words or 

less) 

 

 

 

 

 

Relevant experience as an oral historian 

If you are proposing to undertake interviews, have you e.g., attended a workshop (or 

equivalent) on how to do oral history, or had past interviewing experience? 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the benefit to Oral History WA in supporting this project?  

Please look at the OHWA aims on our website: https://oralhistorywa.org.au/about/  

 

 

 

 

 

Further information about your project? (e.g., number of interviews to be carried out, 

conference to be attended, proposed outcomes) 

 

 

 

 

  

https://oralhistorywa.org.au/about/
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Project Costs  

Item Cost 

(including GST) 

GST 

Component 

   

   

   

   

   

   

Total Costs $ $ 
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DECLARATION BY OR ON BEHALF OF APPLICANT 

 

I, ______________________________________certify on behalf of the applicant that funds 

received from Oral History Western Australia will be spent in the manner approved by 

OHWA.  Any proposed alteration to the project will be referred to OHWA for its prior 

approval.    

Name:   

Address:    

Position in organisation:    

Signature:   

(Please sign here and then scan the page.  This page can be sent as a separate file) 

 

Date of application:  

Additional materials to be submitted with the application: 

☐ A short (2 page) curriculum vitae. 

☐ A letter of support from an OHWA member who is familiar with your work. 

 

Please e-mail completed applications forms to: contact@oralhistorywa.org.au 
For further information: contact@oralhistorywa.org.au 
 

mailto:contact@oralhistorywa.org.au
mailto:contact@oralhistorywa.org.au

